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Alex Heilbron

Depository, 2023

Acrylic on canvas on panel
84x63x2in/213.4x160x5.1cm
AHO022

$16,500.00
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Alex Heilbron

Expectations and results, 2023
Acrylic on canvas on panel
84x63x2in/213.4x160x5.1cm
AH023

$16,500.00
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Alex Heilbron

Flag 1, 2023

Acrylic on canvas
72x54in/182.9x137.7cm
AHO21

$15,000.00

150 Manufacturing St. #214 Dallas, TX 75207
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Alex Heilbron

Flag II, 2023

Acrylic on canvas

72 x54in/182.9x137.7 cm
AHO024

$15,000.00

150 Manufacturing St. #214 Dallas, TX 75207
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Alex Heilbron

Flag Ill, 2023

Acrylic on canvas

72 x54in/182.9x137.7cm
AH025

$15,000.00

150 Manufacturing St. #214 Dallas, TX 75207 info@meliksetianbriggs.com (323) 828-4731
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Alex Heilbron

Flag IV, 2023

Acrylic on canvas

72 x54in/182.9x137.7cm
AHO026

$15,000.00

150 Manufacturing St. #214 Dallas, TX 75207 info@meliksetianbriggs.com (323) 828-4731 meliksetianbriggs.com
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Alex Heilbron

Flag Vv, 2023

Acrylic on canvas

72 x54in/182.9x137.7cm
AHO027

$15,000.00
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Alex Heilbron

Polite lassitute, 2023

Acrylic on canvas on panel
28x20x2in/71.1x50.8x5.1cm
AHO033

$6,500.00

150 Manufacturing St. #214 Dallas, TX 75207
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Alex Heilbron

Serindipity, 2023

Acrylic on canvas on panel
28x20x2in/71.1x50.8x5.1cm
AHO034

$6,500.00

150 Manufacturing St. #214 Dallas, TX 75207 info@meliksetianbriggs.com (323) 828-4731 meliksetianbriggs.com
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Alex Heilbron

Peripheral crack, 2023

Acrylic on canvas on panel
28x20x2in/71.1x50.8x5.1cm
AHO31

$6,500.00

150 Manufacturing St. #214 Dallas, TX 75207
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Alex Heilbron

Dissenting, 2023

Acrylic on canvas on panel
28x20x2in/71.1x50.8x5.1cm
AHO032

$6,500.00

150 Manufacturing St. #214 Dallas, TX 75207
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Alex Heilbron

Fix 11, 2023

Acrylic on canvas on panel
28x20x2in/71.1x50.8x5.1cm
AHO029

$6,500.00
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Alex Heilbron
Fix, 2023

Acrylic on canvas on panel

28x20x2in/71.1x50.8x5.1cm

AHO028

$6,500.00

meliksetianbriggs.com
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Alex Heilbron

Freak certinty, 2023

Acrylic on canvas on panel
28x20x2in/71.1x50.8x5.1cm
AHO030

$6,500.00

All works subject to prior sale and applicable taxes
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Alex Heilbron
Apophenic

September 9 - October 28, 2023
Opening Reception:

Saturday, September 9th 6-8pm

Meliksetian | Briggs is pleased to present Apophenic, a
presentation of new paintings by Alex Heilbron, the artist’s
second solo exhibition with the gallery and her first in Texas.

The exhibition takes its title from apophenia, an early
symptom of schizophrenia in which a person begins to draw
connections between seemingly unrelated phenomena.
Troubled by a disorder of the altogether essential process

of meaning making, the apophenic no longer discriminates
between the contingent and the intentional. Put another way,
she comes to see a “pattern” in the undeniable recurrence or
logic within the “wallpaper” or “background” of everyday life.

Applied to Heilbron's work, the symptom suggests an aesthetic

preoccupation with pattern, a genre intended to resolve into
the background, but instead is the protagonist in her work.

The exhibition is a continuation of Heilbron's deployment of
pattern on the surface of the canvas as a register of cultural
ideals of femininity, marking a development in her work
informed by a technical shift from an entirely manual process
of masking to a mixed process incorporating computer-
controlled elements. Variations come to our attention,

as in Heilbron's manually articulated paintings, through
compositional regularity: five paintings repeat the same scale/
ratio used in her last show, while the remaining fall within
two distinct formats; all the works in Apophenic repeat a
simple four-pointed flower grid at varying scales. A subtle
inclusion of manual gesture remains inherent, though here
the warm qualities of manual craftsmanship give way to the
cold registration of digital transaction—the swipe and place,

150 Manufacturing St. #214 Dallas, TX 75207

info@meliksetianbriggs.com

the copy and stretch. This formal shift is paralleled by an
aggressive tension in the work calling up the psychic fringes
of American subjectivity.

The muddling of meaning that comes with the territory of
the decorative is hyperbolized by the application of new
strategies in the work-from the inclusion of erroneous
spellings and portmanteau words to disfigurations of motif.
Drawing inspiration from her visit at the John F. Kennedy
Memorial Plaza and The George W. Bush Presidential Library
in Dallas, Texas, Heilbron incorporates associations from
ruptures in American history. Her new patterned paintings
are contaminated by the fall-out of an event, as in Depository
and Expectations and results, which diagram the Chanel

suit worn by Jackie Onassis in the motorcade. Blood is
suggestively encoded in twee red icons clustered areas of
intensity, proliferating symbols, references, and gestures.
The stimulus is more granular in the five paintings titled
Flag (I-V), flag-based patterns tattered by glitch in which the
graphic representation of a doll-like female visage serves

as an anchoring interruption amidst the vibrating effect

of rectangular marks and parallel lines in the thick of the
work’s overall floral motif.

As an index of history, Heilbron's paintings continue to
evoke a nebulous territory through freely modifying stylistic
motifs from past eras in pallets and graphic styles conceived
in present time. Take for instance the four-pointed flower
featured in each painting in the show: its origin is alternately
Medieval and Mid-Century, or even reminiscent of digital
graphic design from the 1990s or early 2000s. Evading the
depths of the past, Heilbron's paintings evoke an ahistorical
plane of simultaneity. As in the psychoanalytic description
of schizophrenia, a foreground-background confusion
produces a subject without an unconscious—pure surface is
a genre of madness.

Text by Nilo Goldfarb

Alex Heilbron (b.1987, San Rafael, CA) received her Bachelor
of Fine Arts in 2009 from the San Francisco Art Institute,
studied at the Kunstakademie Diisseldorf from 2014-2017 and
earned her Master of Fine Arts at the University of California,
Los Angeles in 2020. Heilbron has exhibited both nationally
and internationally. In 2022, her work was included in the
major survey exhibition Women Painting Women curated
by Andrea Karnes at The Modern, Fort Worth, TX (catalog).
Other recent solo exhibitions include High Shame at
Hiestand Galleries, Miami University, Oxford, OH and Scent
Description for a Young Woman at Ashley, Berlin.

Group shows over the past few years include exhibitions

at LAXART, Los Angeles. Moscow Museum of Modern Art,
Moscow, Cosmo Sports, Diisseldorf, Good Forever, Diisseldorf,
and Contemporary Fine Art, Berlin. She has received
numerous awards including the William and Dorothy Yeck
Purchase Award, the Helen Frankenthaler Scholarship in 2019
- 2020 and a Pollock-Krasner Grant for 2023-2024. Heilbron
lives and works in Los Angeles.

(323) 828-4731  meliksetianbriggs.com
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Alex Heilbron

EDUCATION

2020 University of California, Los Angeles, Master of Fine Art (Painting)
2017 Kunstakademie Diisseldorf, Diisseldorf, Germany

2009 San Francisco Art Institute, Bachelor of Fine Art

SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2023 Apophenic, Meliksatian Briggs, Dallas, TX
2022 Pre-Nuptial Agreement, with Meliksetian | Briggs, NADA, New York, NY
2021 Time and Intent, Meliksetian | Briggs, Los Angeles, CA (catalog)
2020 High Shame, Hiestand Galleries, Miami University, Oxford, OH
2017 Scent Description for a Young Woman, Ashley, Berlin, Germany
Before Physician Narratives Came Patient Narratives, Storage Capacite, Disseldorf, Germany
2012 HAPHY, Sudder Gallery, Vancouver, BC
Broom, Good Press Gallery, Glasgow, Scotland
2010 Cigarette In Your Bed, Echo Country Gallery, Los Angeles, CA

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2022 Women Painting Women, curated by Andrea Karnes, The Modern, Fort Worth, TX (cat.)
Cassoni(*with Niko Chodor), Anne Baurrault, Paris, France

2021 Riviera Parking, (*as Riviera Parking), Studio For Artistic Research, Dusseldorf, Germany
Sub-Shapes, Cirrus Gallery, Los Angeles, CA

2019 C'BARET What Not/Speak Easy, LAXART, Los Angeles, California

2017 Ifthe body is a temple and a body is a subject and a temple has walls - it becomes apparent

that a temple is a body, Moscow Museum of Modern Art, Moscow, Russia
Visual Athletics, Cosmo Sports, Diisseldorf, Germany

2016 Mise En Abyme, Good Press Gallery, Glasgow, Scotland
Expi50/50/oveja, Container, Diisseldorf, Germany
Makes Your Soul Feel Good Forever #2, Good Forever, Diisseldorf, Germany
She Hated Haiku, Poppy's, Sacramento, CA

2015 Too Good to Be True, Contemporary Fine Arts, Berlin, Germany
Mittagstisch, Ladybug House, San Francisco, CA
2014 Wacky Worlds, Mission Comics, San Francisco, CA

Above the Wall Below the Wall, Unit Pitt Gallery, Vancouver, BC
Speed Dating, Zollamt, Offenbach, Germany
Kanadianish Deutsch Freundschaft, Lucky's Gallery, Vancouver, BC

2013 Sleepover, Positive/Negative, Vancouver, BC
All the Rotten Eggs In One Basket, Gallery Fukai, Vancouver, BC
2012 Drawuary, Gallery Gachet. Vancouver, BC
201 Yet Another Tea Party, Berlin, Germany
Really, Something, Hungryman Gallery, San Francisco, CA
2010 Dream Summer, Ever Gold Gallery, San Francisco, CA

DOWN, Five Points Art House, San Francisco, CA

313 N. Fairfax Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90036  info@meliksetianbriggs.com  (323) 828-4731  meliksetianbriggs.com
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2010

Meliksetian 38 Briggs

ST BOOKS AND SPECIAL PROJECTS

2020, self-published Artist’s book

Jahresgaben, Kunstverein Diisseldorf, Diisseldorf, Germany

Artist Print for Read Books, Vancouver, BC

Artist Feature, Kaput Magazine

Can't See the Forest or the Trees, Ladybug House, San Francisco, CA
Late Cuts, DOOG, Vancouver, BC
Museums Six, Good Press, Glasgow, UK

6B, Brick Press, Vancouver, BC

Retrospect, Good Press, Glasgow, UK

Issue 8, Forget Good

Participating Artist for Common People, Bronze Age Editions

B-Lines album art for 7e// Me

Artist Feature, The Editorial, Montreal, QC

Lucky's Wacky Packs,V\ancouver Art Gallery, Vancouver, BC

The Witness Zine, London, UK
Bed, Good Press, Glasgow, UK

Strawberry, OSO Press, Los Angeles, CA

Mural Projects at The Crying Room, Vancouver, BC
Strathcona Artist Survey, Vancouver, BC

The Writing is on the Wall Mural Project, Crying Room, Vancouver, BC
Little Paper Planes January Artist

WHAT, Brown Bag Printing, Vancouver, BC

SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS

2023/24  Pollock-Krasner Foundation Grant

2019/20  Helen Frankenthaler Scholarship

2020 British Columbia Arts Scholarship

2019 William and Dorothy Yeck Purchase Award
2017/20  UCLA Art Department Merit Scholarship
2007/09  Ivan Majdrakoff Painting Scholarship

313 N. Fairfax Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90036

info@meliksetianbriggs.com

(323) 828-4731

meliksetianbriggs.com





